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AS THE MED SEASON DRAWS TO A CLOSE 
and winter approaches, many yachts begin their 
preparations for heading to sunnier climes. Yacht 
owners have the fortunate position of deciding 
where to send their yacht for the winter with the 
idyllic surroundings of the Caribbean, Middle East 
and the Far East presenting a somewhat envious 
problem.   

Gulf of Aden
Preparing to take a yacht across the other side of 
the world can be an exceptionally busy time for the 
crew, especially the captain who is furnished with 
an additional range of responsibilities.  However, as 
soon as a yacht leaves the comfort zone offered by 
the Med, a very serious threat is lurking. That threat 
is piracy and wherever the yacht goes, the piracy 
threat is never too far away.   

During the first half of 2016, there were 98 
recorded pirate attacks worldwide. That figure 
represents the lowest tally since 1995 and a marked 
fall on the 134 recorded in the same period last year. 
This steady decline can be partly attributed to the 

to 47 recorded hijackings in 2010, piracy in these 
waters has been significantly reduced.

With the marked decline of Somali piracy, 
attention has now turned to other regions where 
the number of maritime attacks continues to raise 
concerns.     

If one was to discuss piracy in the Caribbean, 
you might be forgiven for conjuring up romanticised 
images of the Hollywood blockbuster movie starring 
Johnny Depp. The reality however is far from 
romantic.  

Caribbean
In January of this year, two attacks on sailing yachts 
in the waters around Trinidad and Tobago and 
Grenada were reported to the local coastguard. In 
each case the sailing vessels were boarded by armed 
pirates and the boat ransacked for valuables. Stolen 
items included cash, passports, boat papers, cell 
phones, watches, computers, other electronics and 
clothing. Fortunately, there were no injuries or loss 
of life.

Events were to later take a more sinister 
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twist when in March a German national was shot 
and killed when two masked gunmen boarded 
their yacht that was anchored in Wallilabou Bay, 
St. Vincent. Ironically, the incident took place at 
a sheltered cove that was part of the set for the 
Pirates of the Caribbean film.  

South East Asia
While the threat of piracy in the Caribbean 
is noteworthy, it pales into significance when 
compared with South East Asia. With 104 recorded 
attacks in 2015, this region has regained its title as 
the undisputed global hub for maritime piracy.

Historically, pirates have roamed freely in this 
region for many years. Similarly to the Gulf of Aden, 
the Straits of Malacca has long been synonymous 
with acts of piracy.  

The myriad of small islands surrounding 
Indonesia coupled with the lack of distinction 
between territorial boundaries presents an 
ambiguous and problematic situation regarding who 
is responsible for policing these waters.  This has 
undoubtedly played into the pirates hands where 
they can maximise the use of fast boats to cross into 
the waters of neighbouring states before slipping 
away undetected into the dense vegetation. 

Similar to the demise currently being witnessed 
with Somali piracy, a joint operation involving 
Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia in 2006 led 
to increased waterborne patrols on the Strait of 
Malacca.  This momentarily decimated the pirates’ 

operational capability and the number of piratical 
incidents was drastically reduced ensuring that 
seafarers could pass through the Strait without fear 
of attack.   

However, over the past two years here has 
been a significant resurgence of piracy in this region, 
notably around Indonesia where the poorly policed 
coastline coupled with the plethora of small islands 
has once again allowed piracy to flourish. The 
regional authorities are maximising their efforts but 
seemingly lack the resources to effectively tackle 
the problem. 

Although it’s not a region frequented by yachts, 
a discussion on global piracy wouldn’t be complete 
without mentioning the Gulf of Guinea in West 
Africa. The waters around Nigeria are amongst 
the most dangerous in the world. The attacks 
on shipping range from petty theft to organised 
hijackings where oil tankers are often relieved 
of their lucrative cargo for resale on the black 
market.  The pirates in this region are prepared to 
use extreme violence and the authorities appear 
powerless to stem the increasing tide of attacks. 

For centuries maritime piracy has been the 
scourge of seafarers. The first ever recorded 
incidence of piracy dates back to as early as the 
14th century BC and it’s difficult to believe that 
this somewhat primitive form of criminality is still 
as widespread today. In 2013, the World Bank 
estimated the global economic cost of maritime 
piracy being an estimated US $18 billion. The human 

cost of piracy should also be taken into account 
with most seafarers refusing to return to sea after 
becoming a victim of piracy.  

Solutions
Tackling piracy involves a three pronged approach. 
Firstly, governments must demonstrate support 
for naval forces to police its waters. Secondly, all 
too often pirates originate from underprivileged 
neighbourhoods where the locals turn to piracy 
where it’s regarded it as their most profitable 
source of income. Developments must therefore 
be taken ashore to steer the local population 
away from piracy. And finally, ships must take 
responsibility for their own protection by 
implementing on board security measures. 

Although recent statistics demonstrate a fall 
in global attacks, piracy continues to plague our 
seas. Impoverished communities and fragile political 
states form a typical breeding ground for piracy. 
In the absence of a more forceful commitment to 
tackle piracy from some countries, all seafarers are 
advised to be aware of the problem and put their 
own additional security measures in place when 
transiting through areas of high risk. 
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efforts made to curb the Somali piracy epidemic that 
was at its peak around 2010.  

Until recently, the Gulf of Aden and the threat 
posed by Somali pirates was regarded as the world’s 
primary piracy trouble spot however the widespread 
use of armed guards on ships transiting the Horn of 
Africa and the Indian Ocean has almost eliminated 
the problem.  

That said, reports indicate that the piracy 
threat still exists and it would be a foolhardy captain 
that transits these waters without implementing 
additional on board security measures.  With the last 
successful hijacking taking place in 2012, compared 

Piracy is a threat for owners travelling 

to the Caribbean, Middle East and 

Far East. Superyacht Security special-

ist Ed Hill reports on the hotspots.

Piracy hotspots for 2016 
so far. Source: icc-ccs.org


