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IN FEBRUARY LAST YEAR, THE LUXURY YACHT 
Armageddon was sailing off the coast of Corsica 
when it was suddenly boarded by a group of 
masked and armed robbers.  The yacht’s owner, 
his wife and their Captain were held in their cabin 
for several hours before being cast adrift in to the 
Mediterranean Sea in one of the yacht’s lifeboats.  

Although this attack occurred on a yacht as 
opposed to a superyacht, the incident highlights 
the isolation and potential vulnerability of yachts 
whilst cruising. Fortunately, attacks of this nature 
are scarce however, over the past few years 
there have been numerous cases of yachts being 
attacked and boarded and in some cases, hijacked 
by criminal gangs. 

There is no disguising the fact that a 
superyacht will always arouse attention.  Some of 
the more high profile superyacht owners may revel 
in the attracted limelight whilst others may regard 
the attention as an intrusion on their privacy.  
Regardless, the arrival of a superyacht gracefully 
gliding into a marina naturally rouses peoples’ 
interest. 

To many, a superyacht is a symbol of status; 
the bigger the yacht, the bigger the status.  A 
superyacht is also a clear symbol of wealth 
and to put it bluntly, one of the problems 
associated with wealth is that there are 
always dishonest individuals who are 
more than willing to take what they 
can.  

For most superyacht owners 
and guests, their time on board the 
yacht is a time for relaxation, a time 
for them to escape the rigours of 
daily life and to completely unwind.  
It’s perfectly natural when engulfed 
in this stress-free mentality that any 
thoughts for security are a million 
miles away. 

Unfortunately yacht security is 
an area that most owners mistakenly 
disregard and criminals will most likely 
select a target with a weak security posture 
and strike when the yacht is most vulnerable.

Security threats
There are a multitude of security threats to 
superyachts, these can range from petty criminality 
such as theft to serious organised crime such as 
kidnap. Recent events demonstrate that terrorism 
is an additional growing threat that should also be 
taken seriously.  

When discussing/considering the possible 
security threats to yachts, the list is by no means 
exhaustive.  Criminal tactics and their motivation 
are varied and their methods are becoming more 
and more sophisticated. 

Wherever the yacht is operating, a 
comprehensive risk assessment should be 
conducted in relation to the perceived security 
threat.  All too often yachts arrive in a marina with 
scant consideration for their own security.  The 
luxurious settings of most yacht marinas often 

mask the threats that lie beyond it.  
For example, in the South of France, it’s 

widely believed that burglaries carried out on 
luxury homes around St Tropez are carried out 
by organised criminal gangs that travel in from 
Marseilles.  There have also been reports of 
superyachts moored up in the port of Antibes 
being boarded by gypsies.  Desperate to maintain 
their image and not lose out on the economic value 
of visiting yachts, it is not uncommon for local 
authorities to underplay incidents of this nature to 
the press.  

These are the basic threats to security that 
exist on a daily basis anywhere in the world 
whenever the yacht is in port.  However, there 
are some far more serious threats that exist when 
the yacht is on the high seas. Maritime piracy is a 
growing international concern and superyachts are 
by no means immune. 

over £100,000 of stolen goods. 
In addition to piracy, concerns have also been 
raised regarding the maritime threat posed by 
terrorists.  In March 2015, the release of a video 
depicting the gruesome beheadings on a beach in 
Libya sparked fears that terrorists may present 
a serious maritime threat in the Mediterranean.  
Some security experts have played down the 
threat, nevertheless there can be no doubt that an 
attack on a superyacht would provide any terrorist 
organisation with the publicity that it craves. 

Rest assured there is no absolutely no 
requirement to turn any superyacht into 
something that resembles a warship.  To date, no 
superyacht has been attacked by terrorists and 
incidents of piracy on superyachts are extremely 
scarce. 

Tailored security
With careful planning and diligence, most of these 
security risks can be severely mitigated.  The 
review and upgrading of security systems and 
equipment should be constantly measured for its 
effectiveness.  It should however be remembered 

that security systems are used to complement 
existing security procedures, not replace 

them. 
For many superyacht crews, the 

subject of security is frequently passed 
over.  However, regular security 

training, security assessments and 
the implementation of an on board 
security culture can make a huge 
difference to the yacht’s overall 
security.  

An alternative element is 
the utilisation of outside expert 
assistance. Most superyacht captains 

and crews have a varied number of 
roles and responsibilities, security 

is usually way down on their list of 
priorities and expertise.  This can be 

effectively remedied with the use of a 
credible superyacht security company who 

can test current procedures and provide sound 
professional advice.  

A superyacht is a clear symbol of opulence that 
naturally stimulates attention; ownership comes 
with its fair share of responsibilities.  Security is 
a responsibility that should never be overlooked, 
prevention is always better than cure and the 
implementation of a few basic measures will 
undoubtedly act as a worthy deterrent. 

Ed Hill is the Managing Director of superyacht 
security company Intrepid Risk Management.  A 
former Royal Marines Commando, Ed has over 
nine years’ experience in superyacht security.  
He also holds a Masters’ Degree in Maritime 
Security and regularly writes articles on the 
subject as well as speaking at a number of 
conferences.  
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Owning a superyacht has an abundance of advantages.  
The prosperity associated with yacht charter, numerous tax benefits 

and of course, the freedom to travel to some of the world’s most  
idyllic locations.  Equally there are some downsides to yacht  

ownership, one of the most commonly overlooked features for many 
superyacht owners is that of security.

Piracy
In April 2008, the French yacht Le Ponant was 
seized by Somali pirates during her crossing from 
the Seychelles to the Mediterranean. No guests 
were on board, however all thirty crew members 
were taken hostage and released after a sizeable 
ransom fee was paid.  

In August of that same year, the yacht Tiara 
was boarded in the Mediterranean by a group 
of masked men.  The criminals pulled alongside 
the yacht in a speedboat before they boarded 
brandishing handguns and rifles. They ordered the 
Captain to open the safe and guests were forced to 
hand over their valuables.  After a period of around 
ten minutes, the pirates made their getaway with 
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